
 
Photography Pre-shoot Checklist 

 

In today’s real estate market, nearly all home buyers start their search online. Your property is about to go 

on display to millions of potential buyers and needs to look its absolute best.  Please use this checklist to 

prepare your home for the photographer. 

 

Exterior:   

 Cut grass & shrubs, blow leaves, & place fresh mulch. When possible, water the grass 4-5 hours prior 

to shooting, even a brown lawn will look better.  

 Sweep or spray off driveway, sidewalks, decks, and patios.  

 Clean off and arrange outside furniture to highlight the outside living area. 

 Place trash barrels, and anything that is not attached to the home, in the garage. 

 Remove covers, debris, toys & cleaning robots from swimming pools.  

 Remove covers from well-maintained grills & smokers; Cover neglected ones. 

 Remove all vehicles from driveways and do not park directly in front of the house. 

 

Kitchens:    

 Clear ALL counter top clutter - No sponges, soap, etc. 

 Clear the refrigerator completely. - No magnets, pictures, lists, calendars, etc.  

 Put away all dishes, dish towels, & paper towels. Clean appliances.  

 Decorate with a bowl of fresh fruit or a small bouquet of flowers. 

 

General Areas: 

 Open all drapes and blinds on windows with a good view. 

 Turn all ceiling fans OFF.  Turn all inside lights ON.  Replace light bulbs if needed. 

 Turn all televisions OFF, and clean them.  

 Make beds and close closets.  Tidy all rooms completely. 

 Remove piles of magazines, bills and paperwork. 

 Fresh flowers in small bouquets look lovely almost anywhere. 

 

Bathrooms: 

 Toilet lids must be down.  

 Clear the counter-top from absolutely every item considered to be personal.  

 Remove all shampoo bottles, scrubbies, robes, scales, cleaning brushes and trashcans. 

 Check bathroom towel racks. Arrange towels in a neat and orderly fashion. 

 

If you have pets:  Remove ALL evidence of pets.  

 Remove food dishes, pet beds, toys, scratching posts,  

 Please place pets in a comfortable pet carrier and place them in a comfortable room that will not 

be photographed. 

 

Again, remember that the photographer will NOT be staging your home. Ask your agent for staging advice 

and remove all items that you do not wish to see in the photographs, including family photographs, 

valuable items and guns (even decorative). 

 

Your photo shoot will take approximately 2-3 hours depending on the property size. All major furnished 

rooms of the house will be photographed, including all bathrooms.  No unfinished areas or closets will be 

photographed unless otherwise requested by your agent. These are the perfect places to store items 

removed for photography session.  Thank you for your time and effort completing this list. Making these 

small changes will greatly improve the perceived value of your home & make it more marketable. 

 


